[image: image3.jpg]Instytut
Badawczy
BI. LesSnictwa






European Union/United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

International Co-operative Programme on Assessment and Monitoring of Air Pollution Effects on Forests

_________________________________________________________________

Working Group on QA/QC in Laboratories 

Invitation 

Meeting of the Heads of the Laboratories
19.-20. September 2013 in Zadar
Hotel Kolovare, Croatia
Dear Colleagues,
as you can see on the ICP Forests website the next meeting of the heads of the laboratories will take place in Zadar, Croatia on 19.-20. September 2013.

As the chairman and Co-chairman of the Working Group QA/QC in Labs we want to invite you cordially to join this meeting. Attached you also will find the invitation from the Croatian Forest Research Institute. 
This is the first information about the meeting; the final agenda will be sent to you after we have gotten your offers for presentations. The registration form and other important information can be downloaded from the ICP Forests website. There you also can mark if you probably will join the meeting.
At the meeting of the Working Group QA/QC in Labs in Ljubljana on 10. April 2013 (minutes attached) we discussed the possible topics of the agenda of the Meeting of the Heads of the Labs in Zadar.

Main topics are the reports about the 14th and 15th foliar ring test (Alfred Fürst), the 7th soil ring test (Nathalie Cools) and the 6th water ring test (Nils Koenig, Kirsti Derome), the requalification results and the discussion of the ring test results and the consequences
We like to have presentations about special analytical informations for the parameters with bad ring test results (e.g. K, Ca, S in foliar; exch. Ca + Mg and free H+, aqua regia Cu, CaCO3 in soil; alkalinity in water). It would be very nice if we can have presentations about individual problems of those labs with bad ring test results (preferably presented by the heads of these labs!); it is the best way to get information about solutions of these problems, because we can discuss together with all the knowledge of our group.
Maybe we can reanimate the helping program for labs with bad ring test results.
As we have learned from the earlier meetings of the heads of the laboratories the best way to help all of us in our analytical work is to give short presentations about your problems with different methods or instruments as well as presentations about analytical solutions you have developed in your laboratory. If you have compared methods or instruments or have developed new methods it would be good to present such comparisons or developments at the meeting.

A next topic will be the discussion of methods which have been proposed in different expert panels to be included in the ICP Forests manual. Therefore we need presentations about the following methods:

- Mercury analyzer (direct measurement without digestion)

- X-ray fluorescence (XRF) for the determination of total elements 
- total digestion with HNO3/HF (German method) (Nils Koenig)

- CO3 with elemental analyzers

A further topic are presentations about the evaluation of the QA forms for soil (Nathalie Cools), foliar (Alfred Fürst), deposition (Aldo Marchetto),soil solution (Kirsti Derome); we have to discuss main mistakes, the checks of the LOQ´s and means of the control charts, ways of correction of the submitted data and finally a discussion about a better checking system and default methods for the QA forms and the possibility of automatic submission of the ring test and requalification results to the QA part of the ICP Forests database.
We want to inform you about the innovations in the ring test web interface (Alfred Fürst) and the using of the ICP Forest website for discussions and information. 
We will ask you for additional supply of QA forms for the BioSoil+ database. 
Another topics will be the long time sample storage of water and soil samples and the problem of homogenisation and subsampling of soil and humus layer samples.
As you can see we will have a long and fascinating agenda!
For an interesting and successfull meeting we need now your presentations! Therefore I want to invite you to give short presentation(s) (5-8 min.) at the meeting in Zadar. Especially to the blue marked topics above we hope for presentations.
Please send me the title of your proposed presentation, the name of the speaker and the duration until 15. August 2013!
Attached you will find the invitation, the registration form and the event infos!

Please decide to join our meeting!
Best wishes

Nils König and Anna Kowalska
Chair and Co-Chair of the Working Group QA/QC in Labs
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