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FutDiv FutDiv becomes… FACTSFACTS !!

From “Future bioDiversity
monitoring in Europe” to…

“Forest biodiversity 
assessment across Europe: 
towards an integrated system 
for biodiversity monitoring”



LIFE+LIFE+ CallCall 2007 vs. 20082007 vs. 2008
CALL 2007:CALL 2007:

Component 1 Component 1 –– Nature and BiodiversityNature and Biodiversity

Projects must have at least 25% of their budget earmarked for 
concrete actions.

LIFE+ Biodiversity proposals involving few or no concrete 
conservation actions will thus generally be considered 
ineligible.

There are however two exceptions to this rule:
Life+ Biodiversity projects for the development and 

testing of new biodiversity monitoring indicators 
do not need to include any concrete conservation 
actions.



LIFE+LIFE+ CallCall 2007 vs. 20082007 vs. 2008
CALL 2008:CALL 2008:

Component 1 – Nature and Biodiversity
The core of such a project must focus on the development and 

testing of new biodiversity indicators. Proposals that, for 
example, involve much data collection or research, of which 
only a part is related to the development and testing of new 
indicators, will not benefit from this exception. Any such 
project should also provide clear operational guidelines on 
how these indicators should be applied. 

Routine monitoring actions or 
harmonisation/standardization of established 
monitoring techniques/indicators will not benefit 
from this exception.



LIFE+LIFE+ CallCall 2007 vs. 20082007 vs. 2008
CALL 2008:CALL 2008:

Some lessons from the 2007 Call for Proposals:
Some proposals that sought to be exempted from the 

25% concrete conservation actions requirement by 
presenting themselves as developing new 
biodiversity indicators were rejected because 
much of the effort concerned data collection / 
research unrelated to the testing and development 
of new indicators. 



LIFE+LIFE+ CallCall 2007 & 20082007 & 2008
Component 2 Component 2 –– Environment Policy and GovernanceEnvironment Policy and Governance

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES:
(c) to support the design and implementation of approaches to 

monitoring and assessment of the state of the environment 
and the factors, pressures and responses that impact on it.

PRINCIPAL OBJECTIVE: “Forests”
To provide, especially through an EU coordination network, a 

concise and comprehensive basis for policy relevant 
information on forests in relation to climate change (impact 
on forest ecosystems, mitigation, substitution effects), 
biodiversity (baseline information and protected forest 
areas), …



GENERAL LESSONS LEARNEDGENERAL LESSONS LEARNED
Component 1 (biodiversity) seems Component 1 (biodiversity) seems 
absolutely not appropriate for our project absolutely not appropriate for our project 
(the Commission strongly prefers the traditional (the Commission strongly prefers the traditional 
LIFE Nature projects)LIFE Nature projects)
Component 2 (environmental policy) is the Component 2 (environmental policy) is the 
right one, as forest biodiversity is explicitly right one, as forest biodiversity is explicitly 
mentionedmentioned
If the Commission doesnIf the Commission doesn’’t want to finance t want to finance 
a project, it is very easy to list a lot of a project, it is very easy to list a lot of 
critics (not listed for other projects to be critics (not listed for other projects to be 
financed)financed)



MAIN TRENDS IN FACTSMAIN TRENDS IN FACTS
Change main goal from indicator indicator 
development and testingdevelopment and testing (FutDiv)(FutDiv) to to 
implementation of monitoring, with the implementation of monitoring, with the 
specific aim to collect baseline informationspecific aim to collect baseline information
(FACTS)(FACTS)
Emphasize contribution to provide Emphasize contribution to provide 
information on conservation status of information on conservation status of 
forest habitats (EC Habitat Directive)forest habitats (EC Habitat Directive)
Make specific reference and connect Make specific reference and connect 
actions to LIFE+ actions to LIFE+ FutMonFutMon and FP7 and FP7 
EBONEEBONE projects (connections)projects (connections)



FutDivFutDiv
17 17 PARTNERSPARTNERS

14 14 COUNTRIESCOUNTRIES
((inclincl. 5 . 5 GermanGerman
LanderLander))

http://www2.corpoforestale.it/web/guest/serviziattivitahttp://www2.corpoforestale.it/web/guest/serviziattivita
/controlloecosistemiforestali/iniziativeinternazionali/fut/controlloecosistemiforestali/iniziativeinternazionali/fut

Leading Country:
ITALY

FACTSFACTS
Other MSs?

?

?

?



FACTS MAIN PILLARSFACTS MAIN PILLARS
Promoting integrationPromoting integration at all levels: NFIs, 
Lev. I, Lev. II and landscape level (ICP IM 
& LTER sites)
Adding landscape scaleAdding landscape scale to biodiversity 
survey, on the basis of core “expanded”
Lev. II plots (biodiversity cannot be only 
assessed at plot level!)
Provide data and informationProvide data and information on status 
and trend of forest biodiversity across EU



FACTS expected results

Provide data Provide data on status and trends of on status and trends of 
forest biodiversity on EU scaleforest biodiversity on EU scale
Clarify causeClarify cause--effect relationship effect relationship 
between pressure factors and biodiversity between pressure factors and biodiversity 
parameters parameters (SEBI2010 indicators)(SEBI2010 indicators)
Establish a system to detect and Establish a system to detect and 
evaluate changes in biodiversity in evaluate changes in biodiversity in 
forests in Europe, according to forests in Europe, according to 
harmonised methods at all scale levelsharmonised methods at all scale levels



SEBI2010SEBI2010
Technical Report 2007Technical Report 2007

26 operative indicators26 operative indicators

http://http://reports.eea.europa.eureports.eea.europa.eu/technical/technical
_report_2007_11_report_2007_11 http://http://biodiversitybiodiversity--chm.eea.europa.euchm.eea.europa.eu



European forests -
ecosystem conditions and 
sustainable use

EEA Report No 3/2008



Forest Status Indicator





FutDiv parameters to be collectedFutDiv parameters to be collected
at four levels of investigationat four levels of investigation

LEVEL 
FOREST 
TYPES STRUCTURE TREE 

SPECIES 
GROUND 

VEGETATION DEADWOOD LICHENS 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

QU ALITY 
(N ATUR ALNESS) 

INVERTEBR ATES 

Level II MCPFE/EEA 
Forest ty pes 

Tree 
coordinates 
(core plots) 

All trees on 
plot 

ICP Forests 
Manual (core 

plots) 

ForestBIOTA methods plus 
random walk 

(core plots, stratif ied by f orest 
ty pes) 

Method based on 
the ref erence plot 

(Petriccione, 2006) 
(core plots) 

Window traps f or 
key Coleoptera 
f amilies (core 

plots, stratif ied by 
biogeographical 
Region / f orest 

ty pe) 

Level I 
 

BioSoil (biodiversity methods) 
ForestBIOTA 
& BioAssess 
methods, but 

macro-
lichens only  

Simplif ied 
methodology , after 
testing on Lev . II 

NFIs 

Proposal f or 
adoption of  

MCPFE/EEA 
f orest types 
as ref erence 

Indices based 
on dbh and 

height, 
partly tree 

coordinates 

All trees in 
sampling 

units 

All shrub 
species;  onl y 

indicator groups 
of herb species 

Develop 
bridging 

functi ons to the 
BioSoil method 

Indicator 
species per 

biogeographical 
Region / forest 

type 

Method of  f iv e 
classes, to be 

precisely def ined 
(ref .: Bohn map; 

tree species 
nativ eness as 

def ined by  EEA 
Report on Forest 

ty pes) 

 
 

NO 
 

Landscape 
(extended 
Lev. II, IM 
and LTER 

sites) 

Forest maps 
Pilot projects 

(habitats) 
? 

Conif ers / 
broadleav es NO NO 

Eff ects of  
surrounding 

landscape on 
species 

richness on 
the plot 

Functional 
approach 

(extended core 
Lev . II plots) 

NO 

 
FIRENZE WORKSHOP MINUTES AND 
PRESENTATIONS:

http://www.aisf.it/biodv/joint_meeting.htm

FACTS: FACTS: methodsmethods availableavailable, , toto bebe
adaptedadapted



FutDiv networkFutDiv network
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FACTS networksFACTS networks
NFIsNFIs: 4.000 sites : 4.000 sites (tot. with available (tot. with available 
biodiversity data: 2biodiversity data: 2--300.000 sites, scattered 300.000 sites, scattered 
years) years) –– method harmonisationmethod harmonisation
Lev. ILev. I: 3.000 plots : 3.000 plots (BioSoil, year 2006(BioSoil, year 2006--7: 7: 
4.000) 4.000) –– repetition in 2010 (trend analysis)repetition in 2010 (trend analysis)
Lev. IILev. II: 150: 150--200 200 ((ForestBIOTAForestBIOTA, year 2004, year 2004--
5: 120 plots; 5: 120 plots; FutMonFutMon D2, years 2009D2, years 2009--2010: 2010: 
210 plots) 210 plots) –– repetition in 2010, except for repetition in 2010, except for 
GV (trend analysis), causeGV (trend analysis), cause--effect analysis effect analysis 
with with FutMonFutMon datadata
IM & LTERIM & LTER: : 3030--50 sites 50 sites (tot. with (tot. with 
available biodiversity data: 40available biodiversity data: 40--140 sites, 140 sites, 
scattered years) scattered years) –– method harmonisationmethod harmonisation



WHAT TO DO NOW?WHAT TO DO NOW?
Confirmation of partners agreement to re-
submit a revised version of the project 
proposal under LIFE+ component 2:
by the 20th of October
Project revision (contents + format) -
CB + ABs: by the 31st of October
New official signed forms from the ABs:
by the 10th of November
Project official submission:
by the 21st of November



EU/FAO/MCPFE
EUROPEAN FOREST WEEK

SIDE EVENTSIDE EVENT
““Climate change and forest Climate change and forest 

biodiversity: a challenge and a biodiversity: a challenge and a 
possible opportunity for forest possible opportunity for forest 

sustainable managementsustainable management““
organisedorganised by the Italian Forest Service by the Italian Forest Service -- CONECOFORCONECOFOR

Rome (FAO), the 23rd of October Rome (FAO), the 23rd of October 
14:3014:30--16:0016:00


