Strategy for the Expert Panel on Deposition 2006-2009

1) Amendment process of the manual: 

· Throughfall sampler design and sampling design ( come to a real scientifically acceptable and defendable agreement

· Adapt each year small points which are regularly coming up in the analytical part as a results of the working ring tests

2) Harmonisation of field methods: 

· This is the big challenge: continue until it is widely adopted and countries really change their field methods in order to be inter-comparable!! 

· Develop the control part on real adaptations and make a QA/QC indicator of the EPD out of it

· Ask countries to publish and present their studies on number of samples and spatial representativity, in order to create a dynamic 

3) Working Group on QA/QC in laboratories: 

· Continue annually or every two years the Working Ring Tests, concentrate more on those parameters which continue to cause problems

· Continue to help 2-3 labs per year by active visits and counter-visits (objective: in 3-4 years the 9 to 12 labs which need mostly help will have improved and thus the overall performance of the 52 labs)

· How should the control charts, which should be submitted annually with the data, be checked in order to analyse continuously the lab performance and derive advice for improvements?

· Develop the control part on analysis in order to produce annually the 4 QA/QC indicators of the EPD

4) Evaluation and publications:

· Use of canopy budget models (develop)

· Develop more the evaluation part during EPD-meetings after the manual is finished and promote more actively deposition data for trend analysis, as well as the country-wise calculation of total deposition data, their long term trends and their use in publications

5) Heavy metals and organic substances: 

· Include actively from 2006 onwards the discussion on field and analytical methods in order to measure and their implementation (chapters in the manual and help for implementation in the field and laboratory)

6) Web-site (www.icp-forests.org):

· Keep it at minimum twice a year up to date

· Begin a list of publications made by the EPD members on level II deposition plots in peer reviewed journals and promote the continuous up-date. This will help the circulation of knowledge on each others work within the EPD

7) Expert Panel meetings (invitations from countries):

· 2006 : Norway

· 2007: Hungary

· 2008: Greece or Switzerland or Spain
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