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Minutes of the meeting
1. Zoltán Somogyi welcomed the members of the Expert Panel to Hungary.

2. Daniel Zlindra presented a comparison of snow and bulk samplers, and of gutters with funnels.

3. Amendments to sections 5.3.1-5.3.3 of the manual were discussed and decided upon (see the attached file ‘2nd Draft Revision of Deposition Manual 2008’). It was decided to include a section on a proposed harmonised sampler for throughfall sampling and to move the throughfall section to after the bulk precipitation section (these sections are now sections 5.4 and 5.3 respectively).

4. Nils König presented the work of the Working Group on QA/QC in laboratories. The group now includes experts on soil and foliar analysis. Topics included plausible range checks for soil and foliar analysis, the results of the 9th foliar ringtest, tolerable limits for ringtests, a cost plan for ringtests (including meetings of the heads of the laboratories and the programme for helping laboratories), possible consequences for labs after bad ringtest results, the new quality committee, preparation of a paper for labs/NFCs with all necessary quality checks, the helping programme for laboratories, and the preparation of a meeting for the heads of the labs.
5. Nils König also presented the work of the new QA Committee (chairman, Marco Ferretti; co-chairman Nils König). This group aims to produce a coordinated approach to QA/QC within ICP Forests.
6. In connection with the plans for a meeting of the heads of laboratories, Kirsti Derome requested updated information on the laboratories.

7. Claus Schimming presented a worksheet for alkalinity calculations in potentiometric titrations using the Gran method.
8. Ion balance calculations are important in the QA/QC work in the laboratories; however, in throughfall, stemflow and soil solution it is important to include dissolved organic carbon (DOC). Determination of DOC is thus important in the programme. Rosario Mosello and Nils König presented the results of their work on the use of DOC in ion balance calculations in deposition and soil solution, respectively.

9. Information about LIFE+ was presented by John Derome.

10. Anne Thimonier presented canopy leaching and the use of the Na/Cl ratio in validating chemical analyses of throughfall samples. Canopy leaching influences the Na/Cl ratio. Care should be taken when using models assuming conservative behaviour.
11. Claus Schimming presented long-term trends in the chemistry of a nitrogen-deposition loaded beech forest ecosystem, showing the importance of long-term monitoring.

12. Sue Benham presented long-term trends in deposition data at Level II sites in the UK, showing the influence of e.g. insect attacks on nitrogen fluxes.
13. Anna Stancikova described her experiences as a result of the helping programme for laboratories.
14. There was a discussion on the future work of the EPD, where the following points were decided upon: (i) harmonisation of field methods, (ii) continued improvement of laboratory analyses, (iii) trend analysis will be carried out on a European scale, and (iv) element balance calculations will be made.

15. The next meeting of the EPD will be in Spain. Many thanks to Mayte Minaya and Ana de la Cruz for this very kind invitation.
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