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	Ground vegetation assessments in the ICP Forest level II plots

Finland


	    
[image: image1.wmf]
          Green quadrats 16 x 2 m2: species coverage (%)

           Red quadrats 4 x 100 m2: additional species

           Black quadrat 900 m2: additional species      
	The level II network in Finland consists of 31 plots: 27 plots on mineral soil sites and 4 on peatlands. One of the three sub-plots (30 x 30 m) comprising each plot was selected for vegetation monitoring. One team (2 – 4 botanists) performs the surveys on all the plots. Field tests are carried out to check that the assessment level remains uniform between the observers. 
Methodology
A total of 16 quadrats sized 2 m2 (1.41 x 1.41 m) are marked out systematically   (4 x 4 design). Species coverage (%) are assessed using the scale 0.01, 0.1, 0.2, 0.5, 1, 2, .., 99, 100 %. A frame divided into 100 small quadrats (each 1 %) is used. Species growing outside the quadrats, but inside the sub-plot, are recorded. The data represent the 400 m2 (Common Sample Area, CSA) or 900 m2 sample area. The survey is carried out during the maximum biomass stage in July – August. The plots are not fenced.



	Surveys and results

1996: Pilot study: comparison of methodology on 9 plots (results published) 

1998: Complete survey on 31 plots (results  published)

1999 to 2002: Annual assessment of vegetation on six plots (results partly published)

2003: Complete survey on 31 plots (results unpublished) 

2008: Next complete survey
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